MUS224, Aural Training I

OSU School of Music

Fall 2007 Syllabus
Coordinator:  Dr. Ellen J. Archambault



Graduate Teaching Associates:
Office/phone:  Hughes 310A, 292-4652



 

email:  archambault.5@osu.edu 

Time
Number     
Instructor
Location


   Final Exam

Course Description: This course is the first in the series of aural skills classes designed to develop the musical ear to recognize and decode musical rhythms, pitches, and patterns. Students will be engaged in singing and writing to demonstrate aural development. 

Textbooks and Materials:

Philips, Joel, Jane Piper Clendinning, and Elizabeth West Marvin.  The Musician’s Guide to Aural Skills,

vol. 1.  New York:  W.W. Norton & Co., 2005.


Blombach, Ann C.  MacGAMUT 2003 MacGAMUT Music Software International, Columbus, OH, 2003

Blank staff paper, pencils, erasers

Objective:
To develop the student's aural comprehension of diatonic and chromatic tonal relationships.  Sight singing, dictation, keyboard exercises, and improvisation will all be used to develop the student's musical ear to the highest degree possible.  The material includes scales, intervals, melodies, chords, and rhythmic patterns.

Grading:
Dictation tests:

20%

Singing Evaluations:



15%

MacGAMUT:


15%
 
Final Exam (singing, rhythm, dictation):

30%

Homework


20%

Grade scale:
A (93-100%)

B+ (87-89%)

C+ (77-79%)

D+ (67-69%)

E (0-62%)

A- (90-92%)

B (83-86%)

C (73-76%)

D (63-66%)




B- (80-82%)

C- (70-72%)

Testing:
There will be two dictation tests given during the quarter (each worth 10% of the final grade), as well as biweekly singing evaluations (each student will have a total of 5 singing quizzes worth 3% each).  The final exam will include both singing and dictation components.  Rhythm will be included in both the singing and dictation testing.

Lab and Computer work (MacGAMUT)  REQUIREMENT!!!!!

Students are encouraged to use the MacGAMUT exercises for practice on a regular basis (put time in your schedule!).   We encourage everyone to work on MacGAMUT for a minimum of 15 minutes at least five days per week.  Consistent practice is the key.

Attendance policy:
Aural Training is a skill development class.  You are expected to attend every class meeting. Attendance will be taken.  Excused absences must be cleared with your instructor.  If you miss a quiz or other graded activity, your grade will be a "Zero."  If your absence is excused, the missed event may be made up at the discretion of your instructor.  More than two unexcused absences may contribute to a lower overall grade.

Disability Statement:  

Any student who feels she or he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact the instructor privately to discuss your specific needs.  The Office for Disability Services—614-292-3307, room 150 Pomerene Hall—will coordinate reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities.  

Academic Integrity:  

“It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct.  The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.  Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  See the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resources__csc.asp).” 

Course outline:  MUS224, Aural Training I, Autumn 2006
Week #1

Orientation, syllabus, diagnostic evaluation

September 21



Week #2

Chapter 1, Set up MacGAMUT

September 26, 28

Week #3

Chapter 2

October 3, 5

Sunday, October 8, 2006: MacGAMUT Goal #1 due by 11:59 p.m.
Week #4

Chapter 3

October 10, 12

Sunday, October 15, 2006: MacGAMUT Goal #2 due by 11:59 p.m.
Week #5

Chapter 4

October 17, 19

Thursday, October 19, 2006:  Dictation Test #1
Week #6

Chapter 5

October 24, 26

Sunday, October 29, 2006: MacGAMUT Goal #3 due by 11:59 p.m.
Week #7

Chapter 5 (continued)

October 31,

Sunday, November 5, 2006: MacGAMUT Goal #4 due by 11:59 p.m.

November 2



Week #8

Chapter 6

November 7, 9

Thursday, November 9, 2006:  Dictation Test #2
Week #9

Chapter 6 (continued)

November 14, 16
Sunday, November 19, 2006: MacGAMUT Goal #5 due by 11:59 p.m.
Week #10

Thursday, November 23, Thanksgiving Day Holiday, no class

November 21

Chapter 7

Week #11

Chapter 7 (continued)

November 28, 30
Sunday, December 1, 2006: MacGAMUT Goal #6 due by 11:59 p.m.
MacGAMUT Assignments
Every student should practice aural recognition individually outside the classroom using the MacGAMUT software program.  It is recommended that you spend 15 minutes or more at least five times per week on this.  MacGAMUT gives you an opportunity to practice dictation as much as possible.  PLEASE TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS OPPORTUNITY!!!!!!!
There are six required goals you must pass in order to fulfill this part of the requirement.  These goals are designed to prepare you for the tests and the final exam.   Each goal is worth 2% of your final grade (14% total).  If you don't pass a goal on time, it will be at the discretion of the instructor whether or not you can get partial credit if it is late.  You should, in any case, continue and try to get to the next goal by the next deadline.  You must complete the each goal in order to work toward the next goal.  Not only are these part of your final grade, they will help prepare you for the dictation tests as well as improve your sight singing.

The six MacGAMUT goals:
GOAL 1:  by 11:59 p.m. on Sunday, October 8, 2006, you should have completed:

Intervals:    Level 1

Rhythm:    Levels 1-2

Melodic:    Level 1

Scales:    Level 1

GOAL 2: by 11:59 p.m. on Sunday, October 15, 2006, you should have completed:

Intervals:    Level 2

Rhythm:    Levels 3-4

Melodic:    Level 2

Scales:    Level 2

GOAL 3: by 11:59 p.m. on Sunday, October29, 2006, you should have completed:

Intervals:    Level 3

Rhythm:    Levels 5-6

Melodic:    Level 3

Scales:    Level 3

GOAL 4: by 11:59 p.m. on Sunday, November 5, 2006, you should have completed:

Intervals:    Level 4

Rhythm:    Level 7

Melodic:    Level 4

Scales:    Level 4

GOAL 5: by 11:59 p.m. on Sunday, November 19, 2006, you should have completed:

Intervals:    Level 5

Rhythm:    Level 8

Melodic:    Level 5
Scales:    Level 5

Chords:    Levels 1

GOAL 6: by 11:59 p.m. on Sunday, December 1, 2006, you should have completed:

Intervals:    Level 6

Rhythm:    Level 9

Melodic:    Level 6
Scales:    Level 6

Chords:    Level 2

*********************

**This syllabus is subject to change.  Any changes made will be announced in plenty of time to make any necessary adjustments.  Consideration will be given to those for whom such changes create particularly difficult circumstances, provided such persons speak to the instructor about these circumstances in a timely fashion.**

